
 
 

 
 

Robert Francis Zielinski, Jr.     Co K-2 

Out of Milwaukee came this smiling aspirant – call 

him “Z” – the man who kept Kappa Dos in high 

spirits with his uproarious laugh and ready supply 

of after dinner jokes.  Fame came early for him, 

too, being tabbed as “the fool who dropped my 

rifle in front of the Commandant! Sir!” – at the 

very first inspection too.  Bob’s undaunted spirit 

will make him a fine officer.  

Born – 7 Oct 1939, Wisconsin. 

To USMA – Came from Milwaukee, WI.  

Appointed by Wisconsin 4th.  Nickname – “Z”.     

Died – 10 Aug 2013 (age 73) at Norton Suburban 

Hospital, Louisville, KY.  Buried at Kentucky 

Veterans Cemetery Central, Radcliff, KY. 

Military Awards – Army Commendation Medal.  

Schooling – Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering, 

University of Illinois.  

Family - Wife – Betty Kreps Zielinski (51 years) – 

2 children (Julie and Rob) – 3 grandchildren. 

Contact – Betty Zielinski, Address 1303 Amberlin 

Lane, Louisville, KY 40245, Phone 502-245-9676, 

Email bandbzielinski@aol.com.  

 

Bob served on active duty in the Army (Corps of Engineers) for 8 years, resigning in 1969, with 

the rank of Major.  His first assignment was with the 8
th

 Engineer Battalion, 1
st
 Cavalry Division in 

Korea.  He then served in Champaign, IL (University of Illinois), Ft. Belvoir (Engineer Advanced 

Course), Vietnam (Engineer Company Commander, 1
st
 Infantry Division), Iowa City, IA 

(Professor of Military Science, University of Iowa), Thailand (44
th

 Engineer Group).     

After leaving active duty in the Army, Bob had a very successful career in marketing computers 

and computer systems, primarily to large banks.  He worked first for IBM and later for Unisys.  He 

was very involved in his community, serving many years as Louisville's Thomas Edison at public 

and local school events.  (Note – Edison, who became a famous inventor, had moved to Louisville 

in 1866, at the age of 19 where he worked as a telegraph operator for the Western Union 

Company.)  Bob also loved community theater, starring in and directing many local productions.  

Bob passed away on 10 August 2013, from cancer.  

Footnote – Bob and Betty celebrated 51 years of marriage, and anyone who knew them praised 

them as - “the genuine article.”  Daughter Julie said – “What kept them together was always doing 

their best for the other person.”  Son Rob said – “Others spoke of Bob in all his activities as having 

integrity, character and a deep sense of honor.”   
 

 
  

  


